CHAPTER VIII
THE ANDREW WHITE EPISODE
A
" ™ the turn of the century; while Count Biilow was
in office as Minister, I was quite frequently in
Berlin,   Count Nigta,  Italian  Ambassador  in
Vienna, with whom I was on terms of friendship,
and Baroness Berta Suttner, another friend, both of whom had
met at the first Hague Conference Mr, Andrew D. White,
American Ambassador in Berlin, urged me to make the
latter's acquaintance,   Nigra had been at the head of the
Italian, and White of the American delegation at the Hague,
where Berta von Suttner was present as leading pacifist and
observer.   However, before I delivered my two letters of
introduction to the Ambassador, I met him at a dinner at
the Biilows, and before I called upon him he invited me to
dine*
I found him a venerable, grey-bearded man with a finely
shaped, intellectual head, a great scholar and by no means a
diplomat pure and simple, He had a long and honourable
career behind him. Minister in Petersburg at an early age, he
had known Tolstoi in Moscow. In Berlin he preferred the
society of men of learning to that of diplomats. He had been
a Professor at Cornell University at Ithaca in the state of New
York, and there he was to return as President after retiring
from the diplomatic service. He had written A History of tk
Warfare of Science with Theology in Christendom, in two volumes,
of which he presented me with a copy, In his house I was
later to meet Mommsen, Harnack and Schmoller, but on my
first visit I dined in the intimacy of his domestic circle with
his pretty young wife—quite forty years younger than her
septuagenarian husband—and little daughter, who is now a
distinguished figure in society. Some little time earlier the
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